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3 82 ordert ſtate of the poor: 
of Commons (Mr. Powis) has given no- 
tice of a motion, havi 


the better regulation of Weights and 
Mieaſures: and, moreover, as a new and 


— bk tied inſolicit- 
ag the public attention to his ideas on 
de ell objects. ; 2 10 —.— 1s 
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hen / oh wi? 7 the nature of theſe 
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ie the variety of topics they 
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nyolve, and the pains. which great and 
ſkilful men have beſtowed. _—_ them— 
when he, recdllects, that an able and zea- 
: Jous Committee of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, after devoting two ſeſſio is to an 


uixy into only one branch of iti that 
which relates. to weights, were ui 
to. ſuggeſt any; plan which,was- 
che; — to * enable, Bad ex- 
cannot but; entertain: the 
A ſuscels of 
Hirt DE Hi gat 
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having for its object 


— Derag 


„ 
. 


ff EY 


eat 8 


The exiſting ſyſtem of weights, bad 
as ity, and varying in differerit parts of 
this iſland, has hitherto been 'confidered 
as having taken ſuch poſſeſſion of the 
minds of the people, Who ate perhaps 
but the more attached to it for its very 
faults, that the - legiſlature have never 

1 — 4 1 change. 
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have favoured the writer wi 
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ay themtoiberboth new and uſeful; and ſuch 
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ſheets, as ſtated i in the title p ge, are brie 
to ſuggeſt an equitable equivalent for 
the labour of the poor employed in agri- ; 


culture, which at all periods and in all ſea- 


ſons of plenty and ſcarcity , ſhall afford the 


peaſant a comfortable CA nck e in return 


for his weekly toil; and, in addition, hold 
out to him as a reward for perſepeß 
in habits of induſtry, ſome greater relief 
than either the exiſting ſtatutes or the Bill 
np brought into Parliament” (profeſs to 


1 To relieve the 1 Poor in general 
and the public at large, by the ſ uppreſſion 
of falſe weights and baſe coin. | 
Ar B Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. To eſtabliſh one general ſtand. 


ard for the weights an object whict the 
4 legiſlature h: has for ages endeavoured to 
= effect _ throughout the kingdom“. i 


, „ * 
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Lably. 1 obtain a its or at leaſt 


a ſaving to government of the expence of a 
new ſilver and copper coinage. 


n 


The reader muſt not expect a full diſ- 
cuſſion or laboured examination of theſe 
topics. N either the profeſſional avoca- 

tions of the writer, nor his abilities admit 
of þ his entering on ſo large a held, He 
preſumes only to exhibit ſome new points ; 
or rather to ſuggeſt a new application of 
nown Principles, to ſubjects of great im- 
portan CE : leaving the queſtions i; their 
PIE. and practicability to be de- 
termined by 4 V government | ane. the legilla- 


ture 
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CURSORY/{/REMARKS AND:  $YGGESTIONS 
: RESPECTING, THE| AMENDED) ,BJLL,,,FOR 
THE) BETTER SUPPORT + A pak. 
ANCE, OF THE POR. in 43 eBur | vets 6 
1 HE leading feature of this {Bill; appears 
to be nothing more than a laudable attempt 
to conſolidate and improve the old ſyſtem 
of work-houſes, and houſes of induſtry, 


Ca- 

mit under the name of ſchools of induftry ; : 

He and to employ the labour and time lof the 

ts: younger poor, in acquiring knowledge of 
of manufactures (within doors) under publie 
i hired ſuperintendents, which it is obvious 


would be ſooner learnt under the care of 
Je. vigilant, intereſted maſters, employing ap- 
prentices and capitals on Naw own ac- 
[6 count. 8 le * Fi 5 I, PRs” Bris 
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Abe ent of; 2 century has ſhewn 
that little perſonal attention has been ever 
fixed at leaſt! for any length of "time, to 
the management of poor-howufſes, by thoſe 
whom duty and intereſt ought to have at. 
tached to the care of them. Theſe build- 
ings have long, with very few exceptions, 
* been the mere receptacles of wretchedneſs, 
DT filth, and diſeaſe. ' Dread of contagion has 
B 2 | ever 


| (8) 
ever operated aga inſt viſiting : them. Be. 
nevolence _— Bablic ſpirit have indeed 


occaſionally ſtimulated" ſome few indivi- 


duals to make the better accommodation 
of their unfortunate inhabitants an object 
of temporary, per ſonal care; and ſo long 
as that was applied, abuſes were checked 
or ſuſpended. Their zeal, however, has 
had but very tranſient — Wee 1 
bas Teldom been long lived. 


The moſt ſanguine ations to this 
newiplan, will therefore be unable to form 


brought forward under ſuch high . 
ty It appears to be little more than new 
modifying regulations which have already 


beten tried, and found ineffectual—offerin 1 


palliatives rather than remedies for a great 
and encreaſing evil, which it is in vain 
longer to diſguiſe, becauſe it calls impe- 
rioufly for an immediate ang radieat cure. 
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The xeal cauſe © ofithe. 6 ; diſtreſs, depravi- 
ty. and. diſorder ly fate of the poor em- 
ployed an agriculture (admitted in the 
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much expectation of its ſucceſs, though 


preznble ofthis Bill) is no other than this!: 
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Vie. 
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ed 
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that their daily labour, at the medium price 
paid for it throughout the year for ſome 
years paſt, has been far inadequate to pro- 
duce daily bread for a man'with a mo- 
derate family : while that of the manu- 
facturing poor, at times is greatly overpaid; 
that is, ſo long as the people who employ 
them have demand for their reſpettive 
commodities ; and, on failure of markets, 
theſe workmen are thrown with e oh 


| mi on the peri- 


The middle claſs of che FI ans . 
porters, dray men, carmen &e. being moſt- 
ly employed in large towns, have contri 
ved to raiſe the price of their labour, in, 
or nearly proportionate to the higheſt price 
of proviſions: and, never lowering it as they 
grow cheaper, theſe people are the moſt 
comfortably fituated of the three; although 
in times of extreme ſcarcity like the win- 
ter 1795, even they have been reduced to 
diſtreſs for want of ſome ſuch remedy as 


that which is here ſuggeſted. | 20; 0190 


The principal object of this Bill, appears 
to be the relief of the poor employed in 
agriculture. Their caſe is ſtated above. 
he Reins en, it is dern 


may contribute boards affording chem 
confiderable redreſs. wh 00 10 1 b. 


4 Admit that the nid —— a man of 


this claſs ought to fupport by his labour, 


ſhall conſiſt of four perſons, n as 
_— and to children. 1 l | 


\* 


jo that fo; many nel of 3 


will, purchaſe. for- this family a weekly 


maintenance, that is, of bread and other 
wholeſome food proper for people in their 
ſtation, with ſome ſmall ſurplus for cloaths 
ant cker ser Hartes And let the father 
of this family have an optional claim on 
his employer, either for that quantity of 
grain, or for its value i in money, in lieu of 
every en er N 

„ein 24 4 11 


* This is no new fo as the 55 
labour, though poſſibly the only true one. 
Itiis the neareſt to an equivalent ;—it is 
that Which eſtabliſned corn rents and 
compoſitions for tythe: it is in fact, the 
principle which has always governed 
hired labour in civilized ſociety, though 
circumſtances” have changed the actual 
value of the one, while power has fixed 
: chat 'of the other. Much to their ho- 
- Fr | nour 


* 


by} 


of 
e. 


1 mw oa a Q. * 


(n 


nour, the coal · merchants of London adopt- 


ed this equitable rule“ towards their car- 
men and other ſervants during the late 
ſcarcity of bread. It is the ſame principle 
which governs the aſſize of bread all over 
the kingdom; namely, the relatiye value of 
the manufactured and the raw material. 
The ſame proportion, obſerved between 
proviſions, of which wheat is 0 ſtaple, 
and labour, would remove the calamity 
now under contemplation; and which fre, 
quently preſſes ſo hard on thoſe who form 
the lower orders of the community, merely 
becauſe the money price of labour has not 
fluctuated from year to, year with; the mo- 
ney- price of corn. ous tt 9 1 

According to 11. "SmtTn, © it has 
been accommodated; not to the tem- 
* porary or occaſional, but to the aver- 
age or ordinary price of that neceſſary 


of life.“ We muſt however be excuſed 


if we hazard 4 doubt of this circumſtance; 
when, we find him acknowledge, that the 
e PFIge « of corn, that i is. the mo- 


8 W was fixed on for the quartern loaf, 9 all 
exceedings made good by the following rule. The man was 
allowed three loaves. per week, his wife two, and each child 
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ney- 
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ey- price may frequently be double one 
er 0 what it has been the year before. 
Calamitous' experience has recently taught 
us this truth. How then can we admit 
is to be any accommodation ? The la. 
_ bowrers” wants are immediate! his family 
muſt be fed by his daily toil ; he is un- 
able to ſubfiſt on this eſtabliſhed average. 
If fix days labour produce two buſhels of 
corn, for example, when it ſells for 45. 6d. 
the buſhel, and that quantity is neceſſary 
for their maintenance, how are they ac- 
commodated when it riſes to nine ſhil- 
Ungs 2 May it not be doubted, whether 
G. d. the Wecken dk theſe prices, would 
be equally advantageous to this man with 


* parallel we now propoſe? 

Every ching. this celebrated author 
conleſtes, is purchaſed by labour: the 
« firft price, the original purchaſe-money 
& paid for every thing.—Equal quantities 
* of labour will at diſtant times be purcha- 
© fed more equally with equal quantities 
of corn, the ſubſiſtence of the labourer, 
than with equal quantities of gold and 
0 ſilver, or perhaps of any other commo- 
” dity. Equal quantities of corn, there - 
- * fore, will at diſtant times, be more near. 
„„ 75 8 * 


es 
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ly of the fame real value, or enabfe the 


poſſeſſor to purchaſe or command moi 
« Matos the ſame : quantify of the * f 
* of other people.” 8 


Here then we have Nen boch a ar- 
gument and practice in our favour. In Dx. 
SMrTH's opinionthis paralletwillnotalways 
hold, but it is ſufficient that we have ſuch 
authority for its going ſo far: che prackical 
inſtance before us of the coal- merchanto 
ſurely encourages farther experiment. b 


The framers of che neu Bill them 
ſelves admit that relief is neceſſary to 
a labourer having more than two chil. 
drem unable to work, and they accord» 
ingly provide a "fixed ſum payable itt 
money from the pobrs rates. A glance 
over the returns of the corn- market will 
fufficiently demonſtrate this to be an un- 
equal diſtribution 7 ſince at no one given 
period does wheat obtain the ſame price 


univerſally in all parts of the kingdom. 


The ſupply wilt appear ſtill more fluc- 
fuating in value, if we take into view the 
great difference in the average price of 
wheat between one period. 
From theſe premiſes the concluſion is ob- 
vious, that what ſpecific ſum, would at one 


0 time 


— 


64 


others be ſuperabundant, and muſt fre- 
quently fall mort of bare ſupport to the 
labourer and his family. N othing but a 
ſcale of proportion which ſhall at all times 
maintain its parallel, or nearly ſo, between 
labour and proviſions, can ever effectually 

meet the benevolent objects of the Bill. 
The public will judge whether that here 


oth be not the beſt hitherto provi- 


ded. 


If che OY market -price of wheat, 
ſettled by the magiſtrate's returns under 
the late act, at every principal town in 
England and Wales, and the price of oats 
in Scotland, were reſpectively ordained, 
a8 regulating the wages of daily or weekly 
labourers in huſpandty and ſimilar occu- 
Pations, for the vicinity of each market 
town; no man capable of work would 
thenceforth have any juſt claim to pariſh 
relief, unleſs his family exceeded the 
number above · mentioned: and, in pro- 
portion to its encreaſe beyond four per- 
ſons, an adequate relief might be N 
on the principles laid down i in this bill. 


No ge ner or emp e / {gf © _ 
men could reaſonably complain hen the 
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time and in one place be adequate, will at 


palwothe 
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him; becau 2 8 in propor: 
tion to the labourer's additional claim, the 


price roſe upon 


rate, on the product of the paſt labour 


employed in ſowing and reaping the har- | 


veſt. which enabled him to make the pay- 
ment; and, vice verſa: the workmen on 
the other hand, would be ſecured in the 
ſame competence in times of plenty or 
ſcarcity, from the full employment of his 
time in honeſt toil. The profligate and 
the idle, would alone deſervedly ſuffer, 
without Pity, or plea for aſſiſtance. ag 6 


This ſcale 3r compariſon between pro- 


viſions and labour, may be expected to 


give comfort to the cottager and his fa- 
mily of four, while in health, without any 
call whatever on the poors rate; and 
the better enable that fund, to afford libe- 
ral affiſtance to the ſick, and to thoſe 


whoſe family exceed that number. 


The quantum of relief, when the huſ- 
band is unable to work, will be found in 
the value of his weekly 1 . already 
eltabliſned. 1 


That of ho: children under a certain | 
age, may be ſtated at ſo much corn per 


2 5 head, 


maſter would have received an encreaſed | 
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head, en anton their war. | 


ur nings; 


All Wd Maier 8 will be ales 
adjuſted, when the principle itſelf is once 
eſtabliſhed; - the pariſh officer, under con- 
troul of the magiſtrate, muſt be left to 
adjuſt gthers according to circumſtances, 


It may well deferve canfideration, how 

far above actual neceſlity, this regulation 
of the value of labor ſhauld be carried 
and Whether it would not prove œconomi- 
cal as well as liberal, to err rather on that 
ſide, than on the other; eſpecially, if by 
any ſubſidiary meaſure, the peaſant can 
be enticed to lay by ſomething weekly, 
and appl. it to ſubſcription in ſome pro- 
duktive fi und, againſt age and infirmity:. It 
isſurmiſed that this may alſo be done on 
the a of the bill now n in 
Par ament. 


The too common n reaſoning of the wr 
- claſſes in this kingdom, in excuſe for idle · 
neſs and extravagance, is this The pa; 
riſh muſt maintain me when I am old or 
_ diſabled, and my family when I am ſick, 
or in my 585 NO! krrour or "MIN 


( #7 } 
CAN: RAISE MBE ABOVE MY, CONDITION, 
WHICH 1s MISERABLE, AND THEREFORE'I 
WILL NOT. STRUGGLE IN VAIN. And, 
though the workhouſe is indeed a wretched 
retreat, yet too many abandon themſelves 


and their offspring to it as a laſt reſource. | 


Thus, it appears, the poor at preſent 
have no chance of bettering their circum - 
ſtances, or of acquiring even the loweſt 
degree of happineſs. But, hold out te 
# the peaſant a proſpe& of obtaining poſe 
Ul ſeſſion of the comforts and conveniences 
of life—conyince, him that, induſtry, ſo- 
65 briety, and frugality can produce, and 
multiply them for his uſe; and his pro- 


* penſities will be found ſimilar to thoſe 


* of :mankind in general : for the wants of 


all men encreaſe in proportion to theit 


„ means, and every new enjoyment is n 
66 parent ob a ne deſie <> FN QUE e 


It i is on this novel, and chesring Li 


pet that the foundation'may be laid; of 


giving a ne ſpring to the | induſtry, and 
improving the morals of the labouring 


poor it may he accomplitcts in 'the man · 
NET ne * x $ 
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Let ſtrict official attention Ye paid to 
che good management and ſecurity of the 
funds ſubſeribed by every claſs of the 
nmon people, whether to a common 
bon friendly aſſociation or parochial 
fund; ſo as to of a juſt Wen 
Taber Hability. _ ITO 


Enskt, that Peper its be choſen 
from among the reſpectable inhabitants, 
as well to receive and diſtribute, as to 
render productive tlie money paid in. 
Allow it to be placed in government fecu- 
rities, without any charge whatever to 5 
parties, of TIER, transfers, N 
cartiage. we 4 10 FE ae | een 


ei a5; 1 „ 2211ba2q 
Let the Beaker a_als in A dene 
the national debt, be paid by government 
for tranſacting the buſineſs of theſe ſoci- 
eties, ſubject to the ſame controul as in 
his purchaſes for the ſtate. Such evi- 
dence of direct attention and encourage - 
ment to induſtry, would have a manifeſt 
tendeney to ſecure the affections of the 
or to their rulers; and render abortive 
the deſigns of ſeditious, diſcontented Peo- 
ple, who have employed themſelves in 
ſowing diſorder and inf ubordination among 
ä them. 
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bein. Their pretence itſelf, the oppreſ- 
fons of the rich, muſt vaniſh, becauſe 
every induſtrious labourer under the firſt 
regulation, would be able to ſave a trifle 
for this purpoſe ; and whenever ſickneſs 
or calamity put it out of his power to ſub- 
ſcribe, -the | pariſh officers would find it 
their intereſt, if they ſhould not be legally 
re o make it N 


F. ew, it is to be Hood of thoſe x 
ho were able, would ever neglect ſuch an 
act of manifeſt prudence: more eſpecially, 
if this further encouragement were held 
out, that the relief or benefit thus obtained 
to themſelves and families, ſhould be ex- 
cluſively their own; over AND ABOVE the 
eſtabliſhed rate of aſſiſtance which the new 
act would entitle them to demand from the 
pariſh, in caſes of ſickneſs or defalcation 
from the uſual earnings of the family. 
For example, a family of four, having 
earned when healthy, ſay, eighteen ſhil- 
lings a week, or three buſhels of wheat; 
when deprived of this ſupport, ſhall be 


entitled by law to en equivalent from the 


pariſh, ALTHOUGH AS A SUBSCRIBER OF 


TEN YEARS STAN DING TO THE PARO- 


cnfAL FUND, IT E IN THE RECEIPT OF 
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comfort in-adver. of reward for toil and 
: 1 ad. of diſtreſs, miſery, and 
forraw! and, this, without any additional 
expence to the pariſh. The parent might 
even reflect in his ſick bed on the poſſi · 
bility of bettering his condition, by faving 
ſomething out of this double allowance, 
if it be not totally abſorded by the ex- 
penees of medicines and attendance, both 
which the {rs fhonld provide him. 


bona, it may l that this-order 
of the people ſhould never be raiſed above 
the abſolate neceſſity of eonſtant hard la- 
hour .- that theſe ſuggeſtions, if adopted, 
might poſſibly. tend to raiſe the price of 
labour, both mechanic! and agricultural 
—— the kingdom, and of conſe- 
quente e enhance the Os w eee 
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claſſes, WH are daily . 0 
euſtomed enjoy ments; ile the pr, 
deſcaiptions. are growing more .depratved 
and di ſurdenh . every dai dilcontented 

at thein cohtlition. and harraſſed oi b 
expenſi ye ahd eternal Jtigations; of) cheid 
immediate ſuperiors, about the:quantunks 


of relief, or the place of their legal ſettle- 
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| Another alarming and; cnenaaching. evi 
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to the poor; at leaſt this was the caſe in 
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of the Poor, might in a few years. be faved, 
under regulations fmiar to what are here 
thrown out; which, muſt be confidered as as 
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and TDARE : 111 ONE 90 
Aber, fabfidiuy italics would he 
ncekHHry 40(complete a new:code ef poor 
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——— Which have only tended 
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rde  Collcving-inggeſtions: are ſubmitted 
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This is redu duktion 3 the compa ar wiſe val Tus 
of copper to, flyer, will eee! he WY 5 
creaſe the number or the { f 
per coin, from which no trif 
1s expected to be, derived; by: 0 0 
fince it is a well known fact, that 
faries of life are Te On 
in thoſe countries, _ the numeratry, 
or current medium goes down.to the low; 
«ſt diviſion of value. It bg view ta | 
this biss, that the number? is here pre- 
ferred to the fizet; in dation, that 
when the number is doubled, as. well as 
| | intrinſic weight given fot a naw: AI- 
LING, of 7 RE NEW. COIN, this may operate 
in Keeping down, if not reducing; ſtill 
lower the Pres, of ee es out 
te Eigen 
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Which-muſt be attended with foie: detriz 
ment them, s palatable and popular as 
- is become neceſſary For by iſſeing 
t of the new half-pence “ (fax a 
2 0 af the fame cirt rer and 
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. Notwithftanding.the ſtatutes*-of the 16th 
Ch. I. and 35th of his preſent Majeſty, have 


ordained, e that there. ſhall be but one 


« weight according to the ſtandard of the 


| * Exchequer throughout the realm, in or- 


« der to prevent pernicious and fraudu- 
ent practices, by which the poor in 
particular have been much injured;” 
and, that **nothing+ requires the aſliſtance 
of the legiſlature in a greater degree, 


then to ſhield the poor againſt the nume 


« rous cheats who ſell proviſions and other 
articles by means of falſe weights and 
« meaſures vet nothing effectual has 
been done to prevent this laſt of theſe evils, 
and there Riu exiſt two denomina- 
tions of weight, namely the TT. and I 
ayoitdupoile. 5 


The troy pound is leſs than che avoir- 


dupoiſe ; but the ounce and dram greater, 
Theſe differences in our weights have oc- 


caſioned great eee ane in the 


— Preamble: XXXV, 6. Ul.—Ses alſo wo 


+ Police of u ae rg Th 
-. 1: Firſt mentioned in 24th H. VIII. Rep. 21 Placed penn 


or ſtatute oſ Patliament. 
$ See annexed Tables. 
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1 
practice of diſtributing medicines »; the 
druggeſts and grocers ſelling by avoirdu- 
poiſe, and the apothecaries by troy 
weight. 


This W it is alſo intended to re. 
move, by eſtabliſhing a new table of 
ſtandard col D WEICEHTSs: aboliſhing en- 
tirely the avoirdupoiſe ounce, and adopt- 
ing a ſingle renovation+},as to the number 
of ounces to the pound: inſtead of ſixteen 
ounces as in the avoirdupoiſe, or twelve 


as in the troy pound fifteen ounces are 


here recommended for general uſe. 


> i 
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Theſe it will be fe cen, are troy ounces -1 
of 480 grains each, in preference to thoſe 
of 437 and a MO the tn 


weight. 


£ 


The new ige & theſe ounces ate to 
be compoſed of the actual copper coin \ 


Eney Brit. Art: Pharmacy, 297. | 
+ The pound weight in Ed. I. . 
ſee Rep. H. C. 1758, p. 17 ; where it is highly recommended. 


Some innovations a * * n 


ſooting. 
. Sundrd genden; a. due pound 2.5 e. 
Ee Rep. p. 20. 
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and no other: and being alſo fractions of 
the troy, the proportions of all medical 
preſcriptions “ will continue undiſturbed, 
and the dealers in money who buy and ſell 
by troy will ſtill have the ſame weight and 
rule of proportion as heretofore. While 
the poor; who have long ſeverely ſuffered 
by fraudulent and ſhort retail weights, will 
be protected by the ſtamp. againſt ſuch 
deceit for the future: while they are bet- 
tered about ten per cent. in the ounce: and 
below it, and almoſt three per cent. in the 
pound weight, beyond that by which they 
have been accuſtomed to make their Pur- 
51 chaſes of the neceſſaries of life. 


ſe N othing can exhibit in a ſtronger light 

ſe the ſuperior advantages over former ſyſ- 

1 tems which this plan would afford, jc 

by contraſting it with the ſ table of propor- 
tions between the troy and avoirdupoiſe 
(che preſent merchant's weights) as laid be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons in 17 59, and 
thoſe which the adoption * the new table 
N produce. 


* The ſmaller money weights ſtampt purſuant to the at 
of Nn ent, . Nee 


are, 
DE. 
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" Inflead of "OVA parts of grains di- 
miniſhing and adding, if troy is to be turn. 
ed into avoirdupoiſe, or avoirdupoiſe into 


troy; the new proportion of 12 to 19 re- 
quires merely the addition of one - fourth, 
or ſubſtraction of a fifth, to change the 
troy into the merchant's pound, or the 
merchant's into troy an caſier e amd 
tion cannot be conceived. 557710 


yy collecting bs 4 revenues: no > dif. 
keulty would occur; three per cent. added 
to the duty on all commodities fold by 

weight would cover all che eee ra- 
ther in favor of government. 11 10 2818105 


In ͤmercantile tranſaRions the change 
Parry inſtantly be taken into conſidera- 
tion and vary the price accordingly. 8190 


in common intercourſe the poor would 
have a remedy againſt frauds in THEIR 
OWN HAN ps, and a poſitive advantage in 
the increaſed weight. of. the RT, and its 
fubdiviſions. 925 Sc] 
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This coin in its fubdivifiens 3 run 
1 all the combinations of the two 
2 without e wp inſtance, 
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the penny! in table No. 2 weighs a trpy 
ounce ta penny farthing would weigh the 
merchant's ounce. A ſhilling in ne copper 
re- coin the troy pound a ſhilling: and three 
th, Ml pence the n n and fo forth. 
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he The price 'of copper is now high, that is 
to common- : but the quantity 
required by government for this ra e 
vould be very confiderable; indeed; and 
if- te commodity: being in the hands ofa ſew: 
ed 1 individuals who can produce it, as 

by I their pleaf me it is preſumed, that Los 
a= vernment. may, obtain its ſupply,(by. a Gy 
N erect bargain) ſo.cheap, and ſo much be. 
low the general market-price, as to reſerys 
ſome profit even upon the money *, and yet 

iſſue 4t at half tlie Prefent value, thereby | 
effectually defeating future übel 
and obviating al . OR. ts the 
meaſure, /, ade Pas n 


þ 

91 1304 81 10 } 9 5 1155 3081 or 1145. Kt 
in t the far ger weights in proportian, t 
os har reſpe th magnitude, wall be coined 


at a ars rate than the money which is 


to eompoſe the ſmal bones, a very confider- 


C able revenue may be derived: fromm this 
: ſouree, Ge tho ſilver comage,, hic 
e 1 rede a duty on bf importation vil be tan 
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if poſſible, ſhould appear with the copper. 
And this profit, if not annual“, ſhould be re- 

peated every three or five years, accord- 
ing to the term which theſe weights alone 
are alloweil by Parliament, to remain for 


uſe i in the hands of the dealer. | 28 
bf 26! a K 5 | , #3 © f * . 
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In this attempt to reform the Ape ſes of 
eld ſyſtems, it is not meant to aſſume, 
that any other plans ſo perfect can be ſub. 
| fituted in their Place, as to lay open to! 
| obfection, or be attended with no incon- 
venience on the change; nor, that here- 
after their 855 wilf not generate io 
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; 50 may be ape, Pere 0 an 
g tioiiite: ſome of the probable objections 
againſt what dre here propoſed as to the 
weights and copper coinage. F or, reſ- 
pecting the equivalent For labour, it is pre- 
fumed after the authority red. N 


cart be but, one opinion. 4 
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Maney; we find by Dx. Sm is not 
at diſtant times of the ſame comparative 
value with labour; equal quantities of the lis 
one, will not pay for equal quantities of N ec 


the 
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the other. | But corn; the ſubſiſtence of 
the labourer, will „nearly“ if not always 
do ſo. If corn, then, will ſupercede, 
and even change places with money, and 
act as the medium between money itſelf, 
and labour, what better ſtandard can be 
fixed on? The ſurplus of corn earned by 
the huſbandman beyond the conſump- 
tion of his family, will purchace the other 
articles neceſſary for their ſupport; and if 
the proportion eſtabliſhed be an equitable 
one, he will always have a ſurplus—But, 
pay him in the ſame ſum of money from 
year to year, from fourteen only to his 
d climacteric, which has been the 
caſe, and the older he grows, and the 
larger his family, the ſmaller ſubſiſtence 
he draws from his toil—he will find it 
nine times in ten, inadequate to purchace 
bread alone, and be inforced to an unde+ 
fined and perpetual call on the pariſh. _ 
Many objections will probably be raiſed 
to theſe arrangements for the weights and 
COInage, Ps | | | 
That, reſpecting the diſpoſal of the 


light money, has been already anſwer- 
ed: it may be taken in pay ment for the 


new 
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new weights by government; and be 
ſuffered to circulate for a limited time, in 
exchange for old gold and ſilver. As the 


new copper diſperſes, the old will became 


ur ITT or diſuſed. 


\ It has been thought, that a fine coin 
would be very expenſive, and a coarſe 
one liable to counterfeit. All danger of 
the latter is removed, by the propoſed 

reduction in the Price of coined copper— 
An allowance is endeavoured to be made 
for the expence of a neat coin, which being 
manufactured in large quantity, may be 
cheaply as well a as perfectly executed. 


ther the ſmaller pieces can be uttered ſo 
much alike in gravity, 
realy for weights In this there is little 
difficulty. The laſt copper coinage, though 
delivered to the public by the hundred, was 


ſo nearly exact in weight, as barely to pay 


the porterage to thoſe who iſſued the 
money by tale—the ſame” attention will 
produce them ſufficiently correct for 22 


tie purpoſes af common. change, :. 


1 not copper fo ſoft a a metal“ as to be 


liable to ſuffer greatly by friction, an 
thus 


Some doubts may be entertained, Ae 


as to ſerve cor - 
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ll 
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thus become ſo much / lichter emu 
to render 3 it . — lee 

2; (543616611 C479 2 
This! is in part true: and to remedy =» 
evil, it is propoſed to coin the halfpence 
and farthings frequently, and to recal 
the larger weights, as ſuggeſted i in the re- 
ports, every three Years, or oftener if ne- 


e (O41 IIS +: £0 $17 $29.45 3541 
Tt may poſſibly. be ſaid, that * tables 


exhibit too many coins for circulation. 
Two ſorts only, the farthings and. half- 

pence, would circulate as money, and 
be declared legal tender —the others need 
paſs only as medals, and be eſtabliſhed | 
as the legal weights of the: I n. 


If the beauty Ne cheapneſs of U de di £ 
induce exportation, inſtead. of checking, 
every encouragement ſhould be given to 
it, not only as to the vend of a natural, but 
of "2 manüfactüred production of this 
country; and this may probably happen 
to; no inconſiderable extent; for. a very 


ugly coin is exported. in great quanti- 
ties from Sweden. This probability 
moreover, affords an additional argument 
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. preſent priced rid hs near che generil 
market price of the metall as will cover 
the charge of manufacture Government $ 
profit Will depend on the abitemhetit ob- 
tained from the ptoptictors of the mines 
Which 0 de it. Are 
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ju plea to be conſidered, if government 
determine to take the manufacture of 
weights out of their hands; and perhaps 
the moſt equitable mode f redreſs, may 
be to divide the profit, giving theſe 
kracleſmen che ſale and iffue'of all the 
larger Weights at 2 proper” allowance 
for tetalling.” The ſmaller tmotiey-weights 
are already Madle to a ftamp fee, which 
is collected by an . of government; 
and, being 5 1 013 be of the 
copper money, th MN be coined 
4 294 mint, and nome, out with Tos 
atlowane ce to the e for di bebe 


ther i enn 45 3 $5 3$7 23 
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4 Will net this pops d change of dle 
merehents Weights Erente COnfuffbrrp hs 


revenue dt. in ſupport vf this Merion, 
the reuclet is referred v the Re pm of Att 
Houſe of C⁹⁹]ͤ¶rl ne er ehe RHfWts' on 


e this 


will e a aheavy tax on 04 ee 


693 
this head given by the officers of the 
Cuſtoms and the Exciſe, and to the table 
of compariſon laid before the Houſe? 
The fractians in that table “ are infinite - 
Whereas a fourth, added to the troy, 
or a fifth deducted from the new ſtandard 
as we have already ſtated; would give 
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every calculation required. erte 0 


This regulation will Beli the e Po 
changes with other parts of Europe for 
it is well known that the trpyes pdund has 


been the coin of 'eyery other Rapdard— 
abuſe merely and want of attention in the 


different governments have occaſioned the 
variations which we now: find in different 


cpunfrifs: 2 © 1 = 


ionen ict 5 1 


for ſeth of espper . 


Againſt this, it has already l * 
that the plea of levying it, is in order 
to indemnify government for the expected 
heavy loſs upon a new coinage of wer, 
2 meafure not lefs neceſſary, "than" diff 
alt at nſſve. And further, that 
of mm ecome 


| * Vide table No. 3. 3 
F2 equally 


3 TS 


AN 
\ 
\ 


taken from the report of 1759. ſhews the 
coſt of the weights now in uſe, and how 


far the ee 1 to — 


W 
r Spe. 46 F315 CC 
The eee ee hundred | Thoſe made by order of the 

weight, then coſt © 2 6 Houſe -, - -. © 49 
n 
The half hundred. 0 7,0 — - 0 1a0 
— 5 abo aun, CI 0 ons 


TCH: 940 110 I 


— 4 


; 1 
oY | The hupgred wright. In A thts oy 
But in diminution of this 9 
it muſt he allowed, that the metal will 
always be ready money without diminu- 
tion; and that all expence of repairing or 
re-adhuſting the old weights, which the 
Committee report to be conſiderable, wil 

2 _ under the new regulation, 


4 33 2 228 14 33 * 4 


"If, "Wrong the legiſlature Confer this 
28 an abjection of importance, the com- 
* . : vn da Kn weights 


1 > ; 1 
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, enpechent The following table; 


Et , * 
* * 
\ & XY 
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all beyond it left optional: or; the large 
ones, ſtampt and dated. may continue to 
be made of iron, and remain in uſe: for 4 
time fixed by the new. ad of rn pions 


It has been OS. obſerved, that this 


plan may be expected to operate in lower- 


ing the price of proviſions, as well as in 
preventing frauds on delivery of the quan- 
tities purchafed, It is an aſcertained fact. 
that in countries where the curtent.coin” 
is brought to the loweſt denomination, 

in and other neceſſaries of life are the 
Serge, In the Eaſt-Indies, Where edu- 
ries paſs as money, four of them (a gunda, 
or 46th part of a penny) will purchaſe a 
water melon or a meal of rice. The new 
half pence in table No. I. of which 48 for a 
ſhilling, or the farthings in table No. II. 
made of the fizeand impreſſion and carrying 
four fifths of the full weight of halfpence of 
the coinage of 1758, it is conjectured may 
ſoon paſs as · equivalent: at any rate the 
experiment may be tried without incon- 
venience. Nin uuns! £0: 23-6 10 2 53150 * 


May not this e „e ſpetk 


with extreme diffidence on this point, con- 
it high I beyond the ſcope 


of 


* F 3 
RY 1 8 43 10 110 N 
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of our inveſtigation—may it not warrant a. 
change in the ſilver ſtandard, to aſſiſt in 
covering the charge of coiningat afreſh? 
And if ſo, cannot ſilver alſo he made, as 
in Aſia, to ſerve both far — and tale, 
by. an addition to! (hc a} a] lloy? 


7 1230 31 
i bale not "a —_ here ton dec. 
late the objefs of this fs. 
7 1119D no 2bu611 49 
Firn. Tus priuer. or zus x09 5 
effeQually. ſuppreſling falſe weights. and 
| BASE COIN, and ſuing a ne Copper cgin- 
age at a lower rate than the pre ant ſtand- 


common neceſſaries of life, r 


d Elablhig one 2 Nag 
dard-weight throughout the kingdom, 
which ſhall be adapted to every purpoſe ; 

and connecting the copper Ping and 
T weiglits'under one retzulation. 


9 


- Thirdly. enen Are ue fn ra- 
xenue.. ſufficient, la Adefray. the in 
charges of a neu copper and ſilver coinage 


zucppeersnoe/ nebehry, ie produce ſuch 


. e as gl: meet 


* 
„ 


arg, thereby redueing the price af the. 


22 | 


(m')-- 
the purpoſes above ſtated, obtruding the 


leaſt poſſible interference with the general 
e and prejudices: of the people—to 


avoid. diſturbing more than - abſolutely 


neceſſary, the accepted diviſions of the 
weights in common uſe - prevent frauds 
upon the public at the firſt adoption of the 


plan by a greater comparative difference 


in the price of commodities ſold by the 
new, than their proportion to the old 
weights will warrant “. Attention muſt alſo 
be paid to the change of proportions creat- 
ed by theſe regulations, between Britiſh 


and Foreign weights, and to their effect 


on the public revenues t. 


"Theſe combined objects have occaſioned 
no ſmall difficulty and embarraſſment to 
the writer of this eſſay, and have probably 


| hitherto impeded a reform in this branch 


of internal government. 


It would therefore be preſumption inhim 
to think the following Tables will ſtand in 


This danger applies almoſt excluſively to the conſumer 
—for the trader will have leiſure, and capacity to make ac- 
curate calculations: government muſt therefore take care the 
magiſtrate explains it to the people. 


«i bee this laſt point conſidered by the Com. H. C. 1759 
ia the Evidence of the officers of Cuſtoms, 


# 


n 


need of no alteration. But, after ſo many 


attempts have been made, it ſeems aſtoniſh- 
ing that no greater progreſs has been hither. 
to effected; and therefore, as the attention 
of Parliament is now again attracted to the 
means of relieving the poor, this ſeems a 
proper moment for exhibiting every ſug- 
geſtion 'which- may contribute to that pur- 
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REGULATIONS, . 
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Suobl. either of the foregoing tables be 
approved, the following regulations appear 
neceſſary to be r ee e e 
tion of Parliament. ae DIS "INS 


WEIGHTS. 0 
That one copper ſtandard ® weight "be 
eſtabliſhed, to FINS dt on a * ap⸗ 


pointed. T7 Ye, EE * — ö 1 "8 


That none but duch Epe copper 
weights as ſhall be iſſued by governinent 
be uſed; after that period. o 


That weights for iſſued, dall buy ver 
main in uſe for a ume 06: de firod in the 
i FIG } 


. Saks the Great Charter and ik H. Vil; when 
firſt the King's ſtandards were ordained. 1 
32 Barley Corns weighed a ſterling. 
20 Sterlings an ounce, — 
12 Ounces 11b troy. 
See page 12 Rept. H. C. 1758. | 
mente for ages” ibid p. 16. 
, ; i ? Te ; CT 12 4s . | " 5 J. I ˖ 


(6) 


That all ſuch weights be coined at the 
mint, or under controul of the compan 
of Moneyers, and circulated by the officer 
appointed to' ſtamp and regulate the ſmall 
money weights of this kingdom. 


FTbat the new weights above a quarter 
of an ounce, or halfpenny, bear the im- 
preſſion of a Crown, with the date of coin- 
age and denomination of their reſpectiye 
gravity. 


„Then enumerate. e them necording, to : 
TT” i 


| That all "ITY * da ſhall be bound 
bb ken k themſelves with one ſet at 
eaſt « of e new weights, on or be- 
2 do be delivered by t the 
Officer oh under the act, at and 
after the rate and value of copper money of 
tlie me ſtandard, and to be paid for at 
the option of the dealer, in gold, ſilver, or 
A coin now extant, at its preſent 


19 if * ? |; 
Ty 819 D 5+ of 
anighro now Dm 4 A - 
7 2 4 . * g 3 8 * 
"gn 21 6 307415 : * . 
n, F LI Of 
97 — PI. 
8 81 4 e 
A 1 e 
92 .q hid - COINS 
* 


* - 
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1 2 * 
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g. 0:4 MS; 


Trar a new coinage of copper money 
be forthwith ſtruck—the weight of which 
ſhall correſpond with the new ſtandard 
weights of the kingdom, ſo that any num- 
ber of the former may ſerve inſtead of, 
or as ſubdiviſions of the latter: or in other 
words, act at one and the ſame time as a 
medium of value and an arbiter of gra- 

vity. | 


That theſe coins call conſiſt * and 
weigh as follows. 


Heere ſupply the table No. 1 0 2 


5 

: : 

p , 
} 1 foigois 4) 3s £01 HER. P 5 

1 - | 4 
£45 . © 3. 
* 
3 2 
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PENALTIES. 


Covnrzzreire of either copper mas 
ney or coined weights, rendered by the 
act liable to all the penalties attached ta 
thoſe of the gold and ſilver cain of this 
realm, 


_ Perſons afing other than the new v weights 
or the money as weights “, after a certain 
period, except the money weights already 
and in future, ſtampt by the officer ap- 
pointed under the act, to be fined in the 
firſt inſtance, and for the ſecond offence 
declared infamous, and condemned to the 
pillory—for a third to ſuffer as felons. 


Purchaſers of commodities in quantity 
at, or under five pounds weight, ſhall be 
allowed to put the copper money tender. 
ed in payments, into the ſeller's ſcales as 


* Which correſponds with the new table, 
+ Fix this at the greateſt amount of legal tender in cops 


CO, IAA 28 
„„ weights. 


(4) 
weights, Refuſal of the ſeller to conſent 
puniſhable by fine or impriſonment, On 
the other hand, purchaſers tendering light 
money, coined after theſe regulations are 
in force, may be dealt out the commodity 
bought by the weight of their own oc 
proticye 8 in payment. 8 


The | following | Extrafts from THE ' new 
BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, and from Two 
. | REPORTS TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
in tie Year 1758, and 1759, ſuggeſt further 
improvements of this plan uf its principle 
ſhould be approved by the legiſlature, as it 
mould carry ſtill farther the affinity between 
money and weights which has been found ſo 
uſeful in moſt parts of Afea. . 
BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, VOL. xii. P. 1. 
«© THE . the ſtandard of both 
ſilver and gold to = fine, and the pound 
ſterling to four ounces ſtandard filver, as 
it ſtood in the reign of "Queen Mary I. has 
alſo its advantages as Mr. Hazx1s has ob- 
ſerved. It makes the cxown yitct ro 
WEIGH JUST ONE OUNCE, the ſhilling four 
penny-weights, and the penny eight grains. 
Conſequently were the new ſtatute to bear, 
that the weight of the coin ſhould regulate 
its currency upon certain occaſions, the 
having the pieces adjuſted to certain ali- 
quot parts of weight would make weigh- 
ing eaſy, and accuſtom the common peo- 
ple to judge of the value of money by its 
7 n and not by the ſtamp.” 


60 In 


TW 


In that caſe there might be a con- 
veniency in ſtriking the gold coins of the 
ſame weight with the ſilver, becauſe the 
proportions of their value would then con- 
ſtantly be the ſame with the proportion of 
the metals. The gold crowns would be 
worth at preſent. 37. 125. 6d. the half 
crowns 11. 16s. 34. 4 che gold thillings 4s 


and the half 275 34.” n D114 


It may be aſked; 3 Ya int cler 
Ne remained in England ſince its propor- 
tion is above that of coined gold. It is 
anſwered, that the few weighty ſhillings 
which ſtill remain in circulation have mar- 


velloufly eſcaped thè hands of money-job- 


bers; and as ta the: reſt; the rubbing and 
wearing of theſe pieces have done wu ax 
THE STATE MIeHT HAVE DONE,, it has re- 
duced them to their n een . 
ene 108 Se ui 211108 


l © t i is A ned hat ſhillings and 
ſixpences ſhall only hereafter be current 
for twenty, years, and all other coins both 
8 and filver for 98 years, or more. 


&.. 4A . #Þ + *% 


LAST YEAR oF: THEIR CURRENCY inſtead I 
the 


i 


"TW 
the. year of their fabrication. This term 
elapſed or the date effaced, they ſhall have 
no more currency whatever; and when 
offered in payment may be received a 
bullion at the price of the mint, or refuſed 
Ache option of „ 50 ern 


"'The adoption of theſe hints i in addition 
to the plan would eſtabliſh the following 
table of comparative weights between the 
2 * 1 der coins. 7 Ow table 


Full 4 ee | 
nee FROM REPORTS OF THE 
HOUSE OE COMMONS, 1738. 
The book called Fleta, which is 

n been written in the reign of 
Edward I. and an ancient and very curious 
manuſcript communicated to your Com- 
mittee, in the poſſeſſion. of Mr. Hznzy 
'STRACHEY, containing an account of the 
eſtate and expences of the Abbacy de Bel- 
; 10 Loco (or Bewley) i in Hampſhire for the 
Bath year of Henry III. AD. 1270, men- 
tions 4 POUND: WHICH was A FOURTH 
FART HEAVIER: THAN A LEGAL STANDARD 
ron and the ſame is alfo taken notice 


lin the Tractatus de Ponderibus, publiſhed 
ot a 


a 
in Mu Os editien of the ſtatüte book. 
Te legab Pbundepf r on, is C01 = 
to conſiſt of 26 ſhillings ſterling (ſol 
poo, Fo orum) whereas the other seie — 
itwenty-five ſinſbings; not that in 
thole' years, nor for mary years after, 
millings were actually coinèd; the ſhil- 
ling wus then? wine) A pound ſterling 
las bebome ſi ice, the denomination f 
value, not of # coin. The twenty five 
ſhillings in Fleta and the Tractatus de 
ponderibus, is ſaid to contain 1FrEEN 
ock ounces ab the legal pound did twelve, 
and cbhHequently the proportion of the 
MERCHANT'S” TO! THE” STANDARD POUND 
WAS AS FIVE IS TO FOUR.—lf this prac- 
tice” had been idliereck to, although 
it w departing from tlie Kings ſtan- 
dard, yet the 1 being fixed, 
amt the one pounT rexdit Iy by by 1 means 
te" to e other, litrle confufion 
would hive enſued. Füt there was in uſe 
à multitude of weights and meaſures dif- 
ferenitly compounded, ard applied to va- 
rious commodities; as Will beſt appear by 
the account of them in Fleta Lib. 2. Chap. 
12. and another, collected from the afore· 
ſaid antient manuſcript of the z4th Henry 
III. . H Mx, 


(4 ) bs 


« Mz. Hax Ris informed your Commit 
tee that he thought the pound was, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, the fitteſt denomination of 
weight; for the hundred reſers toi the 


the pound“ ſeemed of a convenient ſize 
for the unit, or ſtandard meaſure of 
weight becauſe without being tao cum- 
berſome, it is big enough to be divided 
artificially into many parts. But as there 
are two ſorts of weight in common uſe, 
troy and avoirdupoiſe, it may be; queſti. 
oned which of theſe ſhould be the ſtan- 
dard; and this he thought ſhould be the 


war POUND, rox THESE REASONS.” „ 


4 Becauſe it is the weight beſt. known 
to our law; that which hath been langeſt 
in uſe ;—that by which our coins are mea- 
fured; chat which i is REST, KNOWN TO, THE 
REST OF THE WORLD,—that to which our 
learned country-men have. refered. and 
com pared antient and foreign weights >the 
weight which has been ſubdivided into the 
{malleſt Parts On the other hand, „the 


N 


9 


9 pound here mentioned 5 is 0b 1 12 'ounces' aha 
„„ 0 30 AYE n b 
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pound as the ton does to the hundred : and 


( 


in DUPOISE WEIGHT 18 * DO BILAL 
4 FHoRITY, and though unf to be 0 made 


a ſtandard, yet the frequent uſe of it ren- 

ders it ; HeGel bay: wid and] declare 

how. many Sunces, penny-weighes ind 

grains troy, een 

to weigh.” 

ier todo ttt tov bar 


|< Suppoſing chen the troy 
the, ſtandard, the difficulty; 1, how 
aſcertain that weight ſo as: not to dewiate 
i from the medium of thoſe ' weights” Hat 
n- are now in common uſe. The difficulty 
ariſes from not having any thing certain to 

build upon, and yet the Brrrievirr 
„n aws THAT 1 1s Hen TE A SFAN- 
La pxp ſhould be ſettled. Hitherto this bu- 
| ſineſs ſeems to have been left to the difcre- 
uon of the Teate- makers, and it feems they 
a take each weight in the pile or neſt at the 
of Exchequer ' as a flandard. 0 4 doubt then 
br ariſes, whether the ſtandard. tray, thould 
* be made by ſubdividing, the whole, ule t ti 


f ns 
he we come at that weight, or het! er the 


4 Randard ſhould. be a by taking an. 
the average of aa OS: no. . 


= 

$ * 408 renne 
is 555 is 1 9 0 
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2191 41 10 ATE D OTH * APRIL, 4759. ibn. 
This Table e 18 calculated with per- 
Fet exdfineſs, and no fraßtion ef a' grain 


re dt tlie dram weights.” . nenen 


"091947 0 


* And'your committee ſubmit, whether 
when tis actes is 0 tinte det o in the 
282 3 Would not be proßer t6 
it a gram and add it to the Weight 
he, fferener though it happens inithe 
mall weights being ſo ĩnconſiderable, that 
a is apprehended. the convenience to ſubs 
jeQs;by-avaiding the fraction, willibe inucli 
greater thanrany ad vantage that can ariſe 

5 tendi nue oh 4 40 


r. Ot at mig bthethe 
1 1 1 


90 =. 0 = Rs 1 and 11 7 f Fxz- 
1 and Sur yeyor the port of Lon- 
Aon, In Nene thereto; and Mr. Joszrn 


„ „ 


- ., Cxxswacx informed your committee, that 
laying aſide the uſe of the e 


* Sex table No, 3. ae 90 5 
24 EE 55 weights 
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weights entirely, would create great dif- 
ficulties in collecting the public revenues, 
on account of the number of fractions : 
but that thoſe diſſiculties might be got over 
by employing a number of hands: that he 
made his eſtimation of theſe diſfficulties in 
the computation of the duty on the pound 
of tobacco which he thought the moſt 
ſimple thing; for eee 
aeiſe tel — — * ee 
then the rate to be — e | 
dupoiſe pound muſt be to the rate harged 
for the troy pou nd above meptioned Las 100 
to 86 8 and the difference 8 urs cent. will | 
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1 
1 
7 
1 
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cola be *bontilew: the ſame method of 
computing which is now made ufe of might 
be followed exactly with the fame caſe. 
In all this, Mr. Faxtwin and Mr. Bisszr 


a 


agreed in opinion with Mr. Cs ESWICK. * 


At was Calf pliſcrvied to your WE oa 
that the practice af delivering out weights, 
GE bn We hzed;hag mbit | 


Ae which eee eee date 
| merchants pound of 15 aunces, een 
weight a according to tables * . and . 


— = * 


ww 


to 


Xe 
« *% 
- 
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to confined to ſuch ſpecific weights as were 
in the poſſeſſion of the perſons authoriſed 
to fize the ſame, and that no other weights 
though parts, multiples, or bearing an ex- 
act proportion to the ſtandards, could be 
legally obtained; and therefore unleſs care 
was taken to provide a remedy, the afore. 
ſaid reſolutions — ny the 11th re- 
ſolution} would not only aboliſn the avoir- 
dupoiſe — but likewiſe thoſe uſed 
by * _ 1 to in alt x me- 


But che corre < 8 of the avoir- 


dupoiſe weight with the ſaid ſtandard 


pound, being, according to the aforeſaid 
table, aſcertained ; and the apothecarics 
| 1 being only a different ſub- diviſion 
e troy pound. with different names 
= 15 two of thoſe diviſions; viz: 
20 troy grains are called a ſcruple- and 69 
grains or three ſcruples called a dram, 
vour Committee apprehend that all the in- 
conveniencies, imagined likely to ariſe, 


fram adhering to the ſaid ſtandard; will 
be avoided, and the advantage of unifor- 
mity, and prevention of fraud will be ob- 
tained, if thoſe who ſhall be appointed to 
uy and 3 weights hereafter are 


im- 


( 39 ) 


mpowered to aſcertain, and deliver out to 
ſuch as require them any weights, being 
parts, multiples, or bearing any proportion 
to the ſaid ſtandard; pound; provided that 
the weight, according tothe ſaid: ſtandard, 
be marked upon each maſs ſo fized;and 
delivered. And by the ſaid table it Nꝗl 
appear, iin What manner ſuch a. power 
might be executed and operate particulars 
ly in reſpe& to the weight called avoir- 
dupoiſe;'for by that table-it'appea! - what 
flandard weight a perſon ald receive 
who deſired a weight equal to the avoir- 
dupoiſe weight mentioned in the column 
intitled avoirdupoiſe, and by uſing weights 


ſo marked, all difficulties of computation 


in reducing tlie avoirdupoiſe to the ſtand- 
ard, and all minute fractions in computing 
ye or prices of of goods will be avoided. 


(N inſtance if the weight halted} the 
pound avoirdupoiſe is neceſſarily uſed at 


the CuſtomShouſe, or elſewhere, a weight 


according to the ſtandard: being one pound 
two ounces and twelve penny weight 
and marked as ſuch is equal to it, and 


ties may be computed as formerly on the 
. avoirdupoiſe: the denomination 
only 
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eh ane not the quaticity- being really 
ered: And this will equally held with 
alt other weights; whether multiples, er 
che propoſed ſtindard; The me. 
edit i} its alſo will be the ſame; as 
e now in uſe, onby marked by the 
amber af Frais and. if defted dil 
wear ene ci — _— 
ext proſeriptions.. tes 5 9 5d-1dn:: 


AVE DSL6D 27181 Su a4 03 5 4 191-0113 7: 
The materials, of which weights for the 
ſuture ought to be made, alſo deſerve at. 
tention. The uſual practice in large 
weights, has been to uſe lead, or other 
ſoſt metal for, the more eaſy. aqjuſting 
the” mals to the ſtandard; though the 
greateſt pa of the weight is made of 
a hard meta}; ſuch as caſt iron; but your 
committee (obſerying that by this prac- 
tice the weight itſelf was catily altered, 
and that the fring of it could not be any 

ent evidence of its 3 ſince 
| lead-might- be added to it or: 
ſrom ĩt at the will of the owner) —— 
Ma. Fzzenan, a maker of ſcales and 
weights; who ſaid that the ' foft metals 
Were,;not- abſolutely : neceflary; and that 
weights ———— — 
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is called pot metal, be, he believed, ad- 
juſted to the proper ſtandard, and marked 
ſo as not to be ſubject to the frauds; off 
variations which lead is liable to: and he 
produced to your Committee patterhsi of 
weights made accordingly, - and he ſaid 
that the: difference of the prices abweights 
er mann. . mne 


* 
ae eee 3% 33y Dug ere oilryd 


| 7 Wel hte Prichas uſuallyſ? Prices if => At af 


AN made at pre- as the patterns| each re-ad- 
ak ſent. produced jaſting 14 | 


1 
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7. 1 
. Quarter ct. 0-7 
| Hen c t. 


1 
Hundred 


An it the weights were 40 e age of 
dell-metal, the price would belont Mil- 
ling he. Pound of the me xi bloc volt 
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And he ſaid, chat in theſalerus, 2 
it was neceſſary to readjuſt them fre- 
quently, the conſtant, uſe of them (often 
in careleſs manner) reducing them can: 
ſiderably; and that he. is quarterly em 
als Ployed ta adjuſt the; weights uſed at the 
gat Cuſtom Houſe. ir 4 113 lu: TOmmmnNy if: 


of } e this seccunt Fout Coitinittes' g 
Wing char 4 very * 
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beslald upon the ſubjects by the additio- 
nal price incurred by thoſe hard metals, 
by which! weights muſt be adjuſted, dis 
retted Mz .+FzxEEMAN to make a pattern 
weight of caſt iron, of a form which 
might be leſs liable to injury from uſe, 
and whidh might be adjuſted; and marked 
on the handle, ſo as not to be eaſily altered 
by the owner, and yet be nearly the ſame 


in the iron weights, mow ME 


| Maxi A FREEMAN: accordingly! produced 
to your Committee a weight made pur- 
ſuant to their directions, which is here- 
e e preſented to the Houſe, npt as being 
arexatt weight, but as a fpecimen only 
ol die orm in which large weights Qught 
tq;be made. and of the manner in Which 
they ſhould be marked. The adjuſting 
may always be eaſy, and alſo cheap to 
ſubject by the upper piece or bar of 
fed iro on the handle (A model of a 
katidle fora half hundred weight is alſo 
herewith produced). And both Ms. 
FREEMAN and Mx, Rite, another ſcale- 
bai esd it if fc. weights were 
in common uſe the price woitld not be 


ve Nene each weight more a 
eren a en Wien 
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and that the re - adjuſting would be from 
ſixpence to one: ſhilling per eight, and 
not more. But after: making weights by 
the directions of the Committee chey were 
of ev re the N would" not be 
ene laiggs binng And Sf) RA 
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They likewiſe | a your. © 


mittee, that the price of the ſets of 1 e 
meg would. be oz” | 
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(The ſmaller weights, ek a pound 
trough allits parts, are moſt conveniently 
made of copper;}--braſs/or other fuch hard 
metal; und ſhould not be made of, or 


adjuſtad hyith lead or athar ſoſt metals. 


And the only guard againſt fraudulent 
alterations of ſuch weights, mult entirely 
nd, as" the larger weights | muſt alſo 
chief) Pen e NE 5p ſhall be 
' made to inforce and preſerve uniformity, 
in the, uſe of what the legiſlature ſhall 
think fit- to eſtabliſh; which falls s under 
the ſecond head of the report, vis. 3 


I. The meat propoſed as abfolutely 
1 by to'inforce and preſerve unifor. 

mity in the uſe of weights and meaſures 
for the time to come, 


di! DOE, 

The ee endeavours of the legil- 
ure, ever ſince Magna. ( Charta, to com- 
el the uſe of one weight, and one mea. 
ſure throughout the realm, never having 
proved effectual, there ſeems little to be 


expected from reviving means which 


und yet it is very difficult to deviſe any 
thing intirely W wk former par- 


ments. 1 l is i 
5 * * ; $7 + YE! ; ? * * y G47 1 | 
7815 731 | But 
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experience has ſhe wn to be inadequate; 
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But one error in theſe regulations ins 
creaſed the inconveniences which were 
intended to be prevented, and probably 
extended them fo far that it became im- 
practicable to put the laws im execution. 
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That error was, permitting the weights 
and meaſuùrs ſent to the ſeveral cities}: &c. 
to become: ſtandards; from which others 
were made and diſperſed for common 
uſe; whereas if thoſe ſent from the E 
chequer had been preſerved only forſevi⸗ 
dence to cheque and diſcover dev iations 
from the King's original ſtandards, and 
proviſion had been' made for ſupplying 
the ſubjects with weights and meaſures, 
ſized by thofe original ſtandards them. 
ſelves, all frauds and miſtakes in making 
them would have been avoided, and ſuch 
marks might have been put by the perſons 
authorized to deliver them out to the ſub- 
jects, as might have ſecured, the uſe of 
legal weights and meaſures or rendered | 


the conviction of offenders voy taly. * 


fs 211 
10 the neglect of Guat: a regulation dat 
proviſion, your Committee on . the: fulleſt 
conſideration Frinc; pally. aſcribe the great 
confuſion, and wide difference in the 
7 ſeveral 


(un 


ſeveral weights and meaſures throughout 
the kingdom; which makes a univerſal 
review and reformation abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary before any regulations for preſerving 


have any effect. 
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From the 1 of 10 + 
ſatates;'and- alfo the four laſt reſolutions 
of the Committee appointed:the laſt ſeſſion 
f Parliament, for the ſame purpoſes with 
theopreſent; and agreed to by the . 
by page: £1 _— Un: Darts 0) 


Dag nige 2% | 


F ' any Nh to. make or {ell any. meaſure 


pt or weight that . 0 ta * 
Hand dards. Ml AE 1 Wan 1 
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4 Th i it ought to blue vighly Salt 
for ay perſon'to 777770 or ſel} any mea- 


A ſure'or weight. that is nof 0 to 
«the'ſtandard. Fr 5 0 
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That ſor enfortiing matey in 


weights and meaſures, no perſon ought 


«yo pe permitted to make weights or 


mtaſures, without having firſt obtained 
proper licence ſor that puùrpoſe upon 
the payment of a certain um; * 
1 9 34 | 40 That 


uniformity can be put in 1 7 8 


That all meaſures of capacity 'ought 


to be marked with the name of the 
„maker, and after a proper axamination 
« be ſtampt with the initial letters of the 
„name of the perſon who has examined 


| 9% he 
« it. 


« RESOLVED: —That it is clidioginipe 
« of this Committee that the ſtandard of 
„weight ought to be the pound herewith 
delivered, deſcribed in this Report, an 


* made upon the exami nation, and reviewof 


* the ſeveral preſent. ſtandard troy wel ghts 
« therein mentioned; and that the 1155. 


« part of thẽ ſãid pound ſhould beanoance; 


the 20 th. part of ſuch ounce a penny- 
* weight, the 24th. part of ſuch penny. 


* weight, a grain.“ 3 
9 71 N 1 . , * 1a 


24 Rizous ED bes it e opinion of 
this Committee that it is neceſſary, in or- 
der effectually to aſcertain, and enforce 


4 NORM AN DCERTAIN STANDARDS OF 
«WEIGHTSand meaſures to be uſed for the 


future; that all ſtatutes relating theretd 
4 ſhould be reduced ix TO ONE ACT' or 


« PARLIAMENT;andall the ſaid nen 
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Min being ſubſe quent to the great charter 


Arepealed. 2. n isn gc 0. 5 
men inen! 7 47 1 . 7 1 et 77 


I | it is the opinion of 
hi Committee, that all other weigl 
VE andy be taken from parts multiples, or 
certain proportions of the Mop ſtandard 

*cpound-” Ei 15. 11 an esd 
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Sth. Resorvep : © it is the opini- 
_ enof this-Coinmittce,' that all Weights ex- 
_ coding aflound eee be made dP Braſs, 
" Bell- metal or Caſt-won and! all 
ubbrwhich ſhall: be of caſt-iron ſhould: be 
made in the- 8 Lee pre handle of 


nd: e a mark of the 


weight caſt in the: ĩrun: he of Gold Silo 4 
2 Copper, of Bell-m 
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TABLE, No Tn 


bmparative T able of the enn and propoſed Standard Weights and New Copper Cog of Great 


Britain. 
Avoirdupoiſe. I roy. | New Standard Weights. : New Copper Coins 5 
Rr 
2722 1 3 | 60 22 1 | | bo 27] 2 * 35 4 
| 109314 4 of 120] 5 | 2] I | 120 5 214 Quarter Oz. | | 
5 21822 8 2 10 .. 240 „ Fg 4 Half Oz. 
4371816 1 1 450 20 8 1 3 480 20 811 Ounce 8 
T 750 © » : N T 180% 75 | 30 32 Bu Quarter lb. | 
b 3500 51208 5 : | | | 3600 I50 | 60 72 lauf w. 
s 7000102416 1 57600240 95 121 1 = po. 2 i I | — Wake 
. | 796,000] a « 28 10 A 8 | . 2075600 8,400 E | 28] 4 Quid Cwrt. 
: 392,000] | | 56/2] | | | | | | 403,200] 16,800 | 56] / [Half Cur. 
f 784,000] | 112 4] il 5 E 806,400 33,60 | 11201 [Hundred 
1 000] L T1 20 | 16,128,000] — 22400] ron I, : 
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Two alterations are herein ſuggeſted, viz. 15 Ounces to theMerchant's Pound inſtead of 16 6 and 24 Pence inſtead of 12 Pence to the Shilling. 


ra the new Dram and Ounce are equal to the Troy Dram and Ounce, N Des ike non e wan ds en, 
— — the new Shilling Weight, or ſmall Pound of 12 Ounces, is alſo equal to the Troy Pound. 

— the new Merchant's Pound Weight of 15 Ounces Troy, as 3338 Gr. or 3 per Cent, better than Avoirdupoiſs. 

— the new Hundred of 112 Pounds Weight, as 722888, or 3 per Cent. better than the Great Hundred now in uſe. 


* — 


- the Halfpenny now current, of 46 to the Pound A voirdupoiſe, ſhould weigh 152 Grains: that herein propoſed 120 Grains. 


* 


4 * 


* TABLE, No. II. 


c ppaative V View of a Exiſting and i Standard weights 4 new Copper Coi inage of Great 


: Britain. 
bs "Avoirdapoit. ? | Troy e New Standard WON mY | New Copper Coins. : 8 
FE — EEE 
10932 4 I 1 12 51 2 1 1200 8 I [Facthing al 0 2 F 
DEERE 
iii r [TH I 
1750] 256] 4 4 | ||1449] bole] | wood 7 34 Three-pennyſ” | | 3 12 
Ohh 3500 51 2” #4 428680 120/48 360% 150 72 [Six-penny ,; 8 —— 
e 
Dir 
z | Bob 860 * 403,200] 16,800] 84% 56] % [Me HalfCwr 31 336% 6720 
. 784 0% ; 1702 ral af | | 806,400] 33-600] 1680] 122 4j 1 [Merch. Cr 1 5 6720 13440 
= = 1 ; — [ 25 1 — 672,000 33:6 Need Merck. Tm | 149] 1 134400 268.800 


tis Table 3 Pound is taken at 8 Ounces, and the Pence, as at preſent, 12 to the Shilling. 


the new Shilling Weight or ſmall Pound of 12 Ounces is ftill the Troy Pound. 


i 


the Merchant's Ounce is equal to Troy, and ſomething more than 10 per Cent. better than giſt 


7 „ 


— the Merchant's Pound, of 15 Ounces Troy, as Gr. 1325 e 
the Merchant's Hundred of 112 of theſe Pounds 722255 or 3 per Cent. better than Avoirdupoiſe. 
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PLE of AvoiRDuPorst and APOTHECARIES | 
u STANDARD. Extrafted from a Report of the Committee of the 
Houst of COMMONS, appointed in December in the Year 1758, 


ted 6th April, 1759, great Folio Edit. page 9. 
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PE TABLE, No. IV. 


and Silver Coin of the Standard pro- 


poſed in. page 52 and of Copper Coin 
according to the Table No. 2, contained 
in he —_— Troy and its ſubdiviſions. 


Table exhibiting the Quantities of Gold 
| 


[ Tee of Copper | 
| 4 ; * 75 is Seh . * 
| contain 10 20 9 3 % 0] 0 42..9 | 
ce or C | 
” 1 1 225 } 3 12 6 3 9 9 IT f 
alf h . 
eee ao» 500 
BF — 0 14 6] 0 x 0| edof this | 
. 42 | Las: $ | s „ veigbt | 
DE. . 


l 
on 
A 


ISS IIA 


* 
| : * 
* 
5 * 
n # 4 \ 
—_— 5 
Fg ; 
* 
; hy * wr © þ L F : x , y * f - * 
* : *! 1 ; . 8 ; 
# . | a ? * 5 ? f 
y Wer * <4 * * ; + : N 4 W. 1... 
* 1 * v. FN 5 15 a — . : 0 s —— : * 
. 1 N k 28 4 þ — 95 5 f 6 33 5 
"4 4 #4 pf 1 # £ „ 1 b » 
\ 42 „ L "Ys : 
- : * * — 4 is "4 2 8 * # is 5 42 
porn f , F of - . 4 &; ' 2 i : h * 7 4 
$4 4. 99 tk «ab W 3 — * * 0 th # 
7 # * * + 144 . is * to : 4 s ; 
" Xe V | a "6 0 5 
% © ; 4 * Gas, | of * 4 FR 4 \ . 4 1 * 1 4 : - 
: > ” 4 . 2 "% ö 9 5 f * 4 $% 3 0 VS 1 & 4 * 
£ _ 1 ; 4 FR * ? e . * OY — 6 $ [ Y 
? 4 } I * 3 ae 1 » l $$? $ 1 1 
. FS | wo, | Big) ; r ; . | 
9 4 4 ; 4 Þ : 4 * 5 * A > 
* a * 
: Ae, +. 8 8 "oy % * 4 ; 103 x * . 
4 : * £ wh: * * 1 x, * 
* 2 * 4 4 - 3 . 
. f : ay $ * . 4 . - : * ; % ; 
* K * ck f 4 8 . $ | 
F ; * „ 4 99 OY * oy SO: os . ET IS in gh Ws % 0 
* * Fog | * f 5 5 ns — 4 
| „ „ th. 27 5 8 
* I * 2 * : * % * L * * 
; b ev — A hy ; "x * x 3 : £3 s F « * 1 . 
1 1 * «thy + _ | * F 3 * : ö bg 
* 


* 
: 
3 
WH. 
# es 
-=- 
2 
> 
45 
Le & 


5 
4 
* 

2 A 
a 4. 
of 
"4 
aw 
— 
* 

ot 


3 
5 
* 
* 
= 


„ EP . A. | 44 | 
\ * 8 * wt FAA 4s WS as $ 7 ; * 
of * 9 2 3 0 * a go * Ef _ 2 : * ; | 


_ 1 > 
** W. A # 5; * 1 - ks — | | 
* s# C8 +1 $4 1 C7 : * „ * LY ; | ut | ; | ] 
$ , 7 v L 


: " — r [7 "2 " 
- 1 © * 8 
* d. ” Fl * 1 „ eee of 1 * 9 
x be” ont ae: 1 86-48 . N SY * — 2 A "Ee ? . 5 abe FP £ 
7 7 . 0 = * 
1 N . 
= 
- ” 
- 
* 
. . 
1 4 wW- R f . : + 
\ * Y CY : N 
. \ ; 
* be 1 Ty 


WL as n 
V 


TABLE. No. — 


e 


A Table of Compariſon between thie Troy and Avoit Coiſe; and a peel now eee Weight, 


divided into Pounds of 18. 1 0 — i - no] OI] 19, 
"JR New Std. div. into 16 O2. in TE RET TOTES 
2 8 .. a __ Orang | Dan, [Dan | «4 

27% 1 6% 242 e : 1 1 | 
10992] 4 3 were: 48882 K | $ 120 : 5 2.5 | | 
21835) $4 | 225] g9&| 3+ | 240] AEN 5 
4377 16 I 450 1857 7 1 FE | 4b] oy 20] 9 I * 
1750 2500 4 W 1800 75 30 | 4 . 75 22 25 
3500] 514 8 + | f 35% 150 | 60 |___3609 x50] boat | | 
n009j102 16 x f 7209 300 120 16 i |. — | 2 wp i 
———ů 

30 + 2 


EEE 
. IEE 
12 5,680,000 | 8 — 672,000 | 224120 16128000] 672 | 22400 

ſy | 40s 25 1 « ba | g wad S 9h 


1255 — Fr | | iP 


Note. — The Diviſion of the New Standard i into Sixteen Ounces to the Pound, would not only create the Fractions above tated, 
_ entirely prevent the Connection of the Copper Coinage with one or other of the two Weights, the Troy or Merchant's Stand- 
: whereas the Revival of the Old Standard, as recommended by the Committee of che Oc Ives e e to 
Tables No. 1 and 2, would preferve that Connection with both of them. 
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